
PROJECT FUTURES
IMPACT REPORT
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018



JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 IMPACT REPORTPROJECT FUTURES

CEO FORWARD

Each year we actively work to engage people 
across the country; to connect you with our 
mission and the stories of the survivors we have 
been able to nurture and support through your 
generosity. 

As in previous years, in 2018 victims flourished 
under the care of our impact partners; enabled 
through the financial support, resources 
and partnerships that we have been able to 
consistently provide via the PROJECT FUTURES 
community. It is these very results that we are 
most proud of and share with a full heart. 

On average it takes eight years for a survivor to 
truly recover and reintegrate. It is for this reason 
that we work to establish long-term partnerships 
and seek the support of our community to 
commit what they can, when they can; making 
recovery a realistic option and not a fleeting 
hope. 

In 2018 our team toured the country with Somaly 
Mam and Sina Vann to raise awareness and 
reconnect with our long-standing supporters. 
We hosted diverse events across the Eastern 
Seaboard to educate, reflect and fundraise. We 
created a powerful and celebratory coffee table 
book, THREADS OF HOPE, to highlight a decade 
of work; and we saw over 25 individuals join us 
on cycles and immersions across Cambodia… 
all in the name of change, awareness and 
sustainability.

So whilst we failed to engage additional 
corporate partners; a challenge that continues to 
be a high priority on our agenda, we finished the 
year on a high and reflect in this impact report 
on all that was achieved. 

At this point, I extend my personal thanks for 
your support and to thank you for your genuine 
interest in the cause and mission of PROJECT 
FUTURES. I am encouraged by your continued 
efforts to highlight the issue of sex trafficking 
within your own sphere of influence, to advocate 
for the victims and sing the praises of survivors. 
For as we activate our voices we also reclaim and 
empower theirs. 

Sadly, 2019 will mark my final days on the 
PROJECT FUTURES team as I depart to build 
and nurture my own little family. But happily, 
I hand the reins over to a new CEO, one that I 
am confident will continue to raise the profile of 
PROJECT FUTURES, create new opportunities 
and cultivate a growing community of support. 

Lastly, I want to thank the PROJECT FUTURES 
Board of Directors who have supported my 
journey, been open to new opportunities and 
dedicated so much of themselves to our work.

I would like to acknowledge the team, past 
and present that have pushed every day with 
passion, determination and care… a small but 
mighty team that will continue to triumph in any 
way in which they apply themselves. It has been 
a pleasure.

Our incredible impact partners, thank you for 
your work and devotion, and for allowing us to 
walk beside you. It is a privilege to be part of 
each woman and child’s journey. I hope you fight 
until freedom is achieved, until bodies are healed 
and communities repaired. 

To our corporate partners and long-term 
supporters, I depart in awe of the commitment, 
the generosity and the vision to create an 
empowered world, and ultimately, to educate, 
motivate and inspire your communities, networks 
and partners. PROJECT FUTURES is extremely 
lucky to have you on our side, championing this 
cause in such meaningful and authentic ways.

Lastly, to the volunteers, students and those 
offering skills that would otherwise be luxuries 
beyond our means. Thank you, each of you 
represent the heart and soul of our organisation. 
You are the voices that keep the discussions 
flowing, the events moving and the hearts 
beating in the name of victims, locally and 
globally. 

You enable, inspire and share their stories, raise 
their voices and ensure their futures. 

Kind regards,

Clare Pearson
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OUR APPROACH 
—

Funds generated throughout the year support our two impact partners, AFESIP Cambodia and The 
Salvation Army’s Trafficking and Slavery Safe House. 

We have enjoyed long and successful partnerships with both organisations since 2009 and 2011 
respectively; working with them to deliver key client outcomes that seek to prevent, support and 

empower women and children affected by trafficking, slavery or sexual exploitation.

PREVENT.
Our approach to preventing the trafficking and exploitation of women and children is about 
education. Educating the community in Australia about the issue and investing in education 
programs for victims  and those at-risk to ensure their future economic independence.

SUPPORT.
We invest in programs that provide safe and secure housing, comprehensive case management, 
consistent and confidential psychological support, routine and emergency medical treatment, as well 
as professional legal support for victims and survivors.

EMPOWER.
We invest in programs that encourage survivor participation in the recovery process, as well as 
vocational training and tertiary education that leads to long-term employment opportunities. By 
building confidence and enabling each person to be in control of their own future, we see increased 
economic independence and a decrease in repeated exploitation.

Align with our 
vision, values and 

strategic goals

Comply with best 
practice

Have a proven 
track record

Located in the 
Asia-Pacific 

region

Each partnership is assessed based on the following criteria, with regular reporting and review.
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$226,521
AMOUNT DONATED IN 2018

61,463
NUMBER OF MEALS PROVIDED FOR 77 GIRLS

176
NUMBER OF CLINICAL COUNSELING SESSIONS

114
NUMBER OF ACTIVE REINTEGRATION CASES

87
NUMBER OF EDUCATION PACKS DISTRIBUTED

80
NUMBER OF VACCINATIONS ADMINISTERED

73
NUMBER OF GIRLS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL/UNIVERSITY

91
NUMBER OF FAMILY VISITS CONDUCTED FOR 49 GIRLS

54
NUMBER OF GIRLS TO ACCESS THE NEWLY RENOVATED LIBRARY

30
NUMBER OF GIRLS TO RECEIVE LEGAL ASSISTANCE

28
NUMBER OF SELF-HELP GROUP SESSIONS CONDUCTED FOR 56 GIRLS

3
NUMBER OF WOMEN SUPPORTED TO START THEIR OWN MICRO-BUSINESS
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*Sara is 17 years old. At high risk of domestic 
violence, she was admitted to the AFESIP Recovery 
Centre in January 2018. 

Physically and emotionally abused by an alcoholic 
Father and drug addicted brother, Sara was forced 
to drop out of school to help her mother (a former 
graduate of AFESIP Cambodia’s training program) 
earn an income to support the family.

A bright girl with a lot of drive, she completed her 
training at the Viemean Beauty & Salon within seven 
months and with the support of PROJECT FUTURES 
and AFESIP Cambodia, owns her own small beauty 
business. 

She and her Mother run the salon in their home 
Province of Preah Vihear. She has also engaged 
another young woman from her community in 
training.

STORIES OF RECOVERY
—

I am so grateful to AFESIP for 
helping me escape and for 
giving me these opportunities 
beyond what was once 
imaginable. Today I feel 
safe and I feel lucky to have 
salvaged the relationship with 
my Mother. Together we look 
forward with hope.



JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 IMPACT REPORTPROJECT FUTURES

FUTURES OF PRIDE
—

MEET KIMSOUR

During her recovery, Kimsour was given the 
tools to not only survive her past but conquer 
her future. She was provided with the training, 
mentoring and resources to create a life of 
financial independence post reintegration.  

Today a successful seamstress, creating 
beautiful garments across Siem Reap, she 
is able to generate a living wage to support 
herself and her family.  After experiencing 
a history of family abuse, trafficking and 
exploitation, it is pure joy to see this young 
woman thrive.

In 2017, PROJECT FUTURES funded the building 
of her own sewing shop. For a relatively 
small amount of $300, this shop represents 
safety, security and freedom beyond words 
or measure. An investment that was a simple 
decision with long-term impact… one that brings 
great pride as we see Kimsour flourish and look 
forward with hope. 

During the 2018 Immersion tour, we visited 
Kimsour and proudly purchased tailored 
designs unique to her business. Beautiful 
dresses that participants today wear and 
cherish, knowing that they played a small part 
in supporting this incredible woman, her family 
and her community.

2018 also saw PROJECT FUTURES place an 
order with Kimsour for STELLA FELLA bow ties. 
Ensuring clean supply chains and continued 
support and opportunities for employment 
where possible. 

Recovery in motion and support beyond the 
program.
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AUSTRALIA’S MODERN SLAVERY AC T
—

2018 saw Australia introduce a Modern Slavery Act, a significant milestone that will have 
implications for business, government and community.

The Act will primarily focus on supply chains; requiring business and other organisations of 
significant size (consolidates revenue of $100 million or more) to report annually on the risks of 

modern slavery within their operational model and supply chains.

Further, they will be required to detail the actions taken, or in progress, to assess and address 
such risks identified. At this stage smaller businesses are not required to report, but may do so 

voluntarily. 

All statements and reporting will be made publicly available via a central register maintained by the 
Commonwealth.

The Global Slavery Index 2018 reported a significant increase in national rates of trafficking and 
slavery in Australia, with approximately 15,000 people living in slave-like conditions on any given day.

According to Australian Government data, the majority of modern slavery victims are women forced 
into and exploited within the sex industry. However, signficant cases of forced labour and forced 

marriage are evident and on the rise.

Globally it is estimated that 40.3 million people live in modern slavery.
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LATEST STATS
—

FASTEST GROWING 
crime industry worldwide.  

NE ARLY 1 IN 3 V IC TIMS
of slavery are children 

40.3 MILLION ENSL AVED  
globally in 2017

$150 BILLION DOLL ARS  
Is estimated to be generated

by this trade every year

15,000 PEOPLE ENSL AVED  
in Australia in 2017

71% OF VIC TIMS
are women

DID YOU KNOW?

FOR EVERY 
VICTIM DETECTED, 
ANOTHER 4 GO 
UNDETECTED

AN ELEMENT OF 
SEXUAL ABUSE OR 
EXPLOITATION EXISTS 
IN 85% OF CASES OF 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING. 
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THREADS OF HOPE 
—

2019 will see PROJECT FUTURES enter its tenth 
year of service! That is a decade of impact 
and a significant body of work which has seen 
victims transform into survivors and enabled us 
all to edge a little closer to a solution. 

In order to celebrate and reflect on a decade 
of incredible service to victims and in 
acknowledgement of the hundreds of people 
who have participated, jumped, cycled or 
volunteered in the name of positive change, we 
created a beautiful coffee table book called 
THREADS OF HOPE to capture the journey so far.

This book was created with the incredible help, 
skill and time of professional photographer, 
Tenille Salmon, as she travelled with PROJECT 
FUTURES to Cambodia. Tenille was determined 
to help us shine a light on the growing issue of 
sex trafficking, slavery and exploitation and 
to showcase the work of PROJECT FUTURES 
and our incredible impact partner, AFESIP 
Cambodia. 

The title of the book was inspired by one 
particular woman (a victim herself) and 
her quest, her determined spirit and her 
unwavering hope for a better future for her 
children. Without a glimpse of how, when or 
who, this mother continued to believe, work and 
hope in the name of change for her family… 
a thread of hope that we can all relate to in 
some way regardless of our own personal 
circumstances. 

These powerful images capture the essence of 
the issue, the journey from victim to survivor 
and provide a platform for individuals to share 
their stories uninhibited. This raw footage and 
honest account will take you on a journey and 
illustrate the impact of programs funded, the 
motivation behind our mission, and introduce 
you to the unsung heroes fighting, advocating 
and reclaiming the rights, lives and voices of 
victims.

THREADS OF HOPE the Exhibition

Determined to share the celebration with our 
community, the THREADS OF HOPE Exhibition 
was hosted at aMBUSH Gallery in Waterloo in 
November 2018. 

This exhibition showcased 25 special images 
from the THREADS OF HOPE COLLECTION. An 
exquisite evening that was both meaningful and 
triumphant. A decade in and focused on the 
next.

A special thank you to Tenille Salmon Soul 
Images, aMBUSH Gallery and Photomart, 
Barrack Heights, for their support, contribution 
and vision. It was all made possible because of 
this unbelievable collaboration. 
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THREADS OF HOPE details the rich tapestry required to support the recovery of victims… because it 
truly takes a village to nurture, repair and rewrite the lives of these women and children. 

You too can support this vision and need by purchasing a book… with 50% of all sales used to continue 
to support the cause. Available via our website for $65.

WHEN I TELL MY STORY, I BECOME LESS FEARFUL 
OF THE SHAME AND I START TO CHANGE THE WAY 
PEOPLE SEE VICTIMS. IF I DO NOT SPEAK, IF MY 
SISTERS DO NOT SPEAK, THEN WHO WILL?

Sim Sarak, 23 years old, Survivor

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY.
WWW.PROJECTFUTURES.COM/THREADS-OF-HOPE-BOOK
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COMMUNIT Y AWARENESS
—

PROJECT FUTURES is about raising funds, but 
also awareness.

We set out at every opportunity to educate 
people on the growing issue of sex trafficking, 
slavery and exploitation in Australia, Cambodia 
and globally. 

Our goal is to connect our community with 
the issue in new ways, encouraging people 
of all ages to better understand this silent 
and faceless crime, and ultimately, create 
opportunities for change in everyday life.

In 2018, we collectively spoke with 7,650 people 
across schools, universities, workplaces and 
individual meetings. Each of these presentations 
were tailored to the interests, campaigns and 
requests of those in which we partnered to 
ensure a powerful and meaningful exchange.

WE ACT 

APRIL 2018

UNIVERSITY OF NEW SOUTH WALES

We Act is about changing the attitudes of 
students from ME to WE; understanding that 
together we can create positive change in our 
world. 

A program run by students for students, we 
were privileged to join the panel and share 
the PROJECT FUTURES journey; hoping to 
inspire students to learn about the issue of sex 
trafficking, but also, inspire them to be part of 
the movement of change.

MAD – MAKE A DIFFERENCE                                  
A LEADERSHIP SUMMIT FOR GIRLS.

OCTOBER 2018

RAVENSWOOD GIRLS SCHOOL

PROJECT FUTURES hosted a range of intimate 
workshops for girls aged from 15-18 years over 
the course of the day. 

The workshops highlighted the issue of sex 
trafficking, but more than that, it provided 
practical real life examples of how to take 
action, to follow your passions and lead with 
confidence.

Our message was to urge every participant 
to raise their voice and be bold because small 
changes are as important as big ones.



JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 IMPACT REPORTPROJECT FUTURES CEO CLARE PEARSON
SPEAKING AT WE ACT
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LOOKING AHEAD
—

STELLA FELLA CAMPAIGN

This campaign is a PROJECT FUTURES’ driven 
initiative working to raise funds for the cause, 
but more importantly to start a conversation 
with students about respecting themselves and 
others. 

It calls for men and boys to not only be brave 
enough, but also have the confidence to 
address injustice witnessed and be the voice 
for those who are powerless, disadvantaged or 
disempowered. 

In 2019, we will again work toward engaging 
students and schools in this program across the 
nation. 

We encourage any students and or schools in 
2019 to contact us to participate in this game 
changing program!

CORPORATE LUNCH AND LEARN WITH KONICA 
MINOLTA

The STELLA FELLA campaign can be adapted 
to the corporate environment too, with men 
standing tall in the name of equal rights and 
committing to change when it comes to human 
trafficking. 

This is what led us to the KONICA MINOLTA 
STELLA FELLA program in September 2018.

Approximately 50 employees, joined us 
to understand how they personally and 
collectively as a business can postively impact 
victims.  It was an opportunity to share more 
about what their employer is doing in the name 
of human rights and community connections, 
as well as initiating powerful discussions that 
resonate well beyond this one afternoon.



JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 IMPACT REPORTPROJECT FUTURES

CELEBRATING DIY PROJEC TS
—

A ‘Do It Yourself’ project (DIY) is the culmination 
of who you know, and what you know, to create 
meaningful impact in the world. 

A leader in the DIY projects is Grace Lee, a 
20-year-old law student at ANU who heard about 
the issue of human trafficking and the work of 
PROJECT FUTURES.

Inspired PROJECT FUTURES’ founder, Steph 
Lorenzo when she spoke at her high school a few 
years ago, she has felt the need to act and so led 
a school fundraiser, raising $600 for the cause. 

A few years on and the #METOO movement well 
underway, Grace was inspired to use fashion in 
the form graphic tee-shirts with short, punchy 
and inspiring messages that sought to empower 
women in a clear and creative way. 

Grace got in contact with Yeojin Bae, an incredibly 
successful Melbourne designer who prides 
herself on empowering women through fashion, 
and together they came up with the “PROJECT 
FUTURE FEMINIST” tee. They decided all profits 
made would go towards PROJECT FUTURES work 
in transforming the lives of women and children 
affected by sex trafficking, slavery and sexual 
exploitation. 

A yearlong project that has seen Grace partner 
with PROJECT FUTURES and Yeojin Bae to deliver 
a beautifully made and ethically designed t-shirt. 

This three-word tee carries an important 
message, as Grace explains.

PROJECT: means acting on something that you’re 
really passionate about, in this case human 
trafficking.

FUTURE: means leaving this world in a better 
place than when we entered it. 

FEMINIST: is synonymous with equality and 
ensuring everyone is treated with the dignity and 
respect that they deserve.”

By using the resources she had and being strong 
in her pursuit of ideas, Grace is an impeccable 
example of how passion, dedication and hope 
can create meaningful, sustainable and beautiful 
change in the world. One tee at a time, Grace is 
making this world a better place.

“It’s all about empowering others to make sure 
we’re all in this together for a better future.” – 
Grace Lee

“PROJECT FUTURE FEMINIST” launched in March 
2019 after 12-months of planning, vision and 
enthusiasm. A special thank you to Grace who 
never gave up, continues to support the cause by 
using her networks, skills and resources to truly 
impact the life of another.
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JULY CAMBODIAN SCHOOL CYCLE
—

2018 saw students from both Loreto 
Normanhurst and Kirribilli come together with 
their fierce Mothers to take on the 400km cycle 
challenge across Cambodia. 

Excitingly, we also saw a brave and determined 
teacher, Mrs Nalewabua and her husband Joe, 
complete the cycle. This group was a force to be 
reckoned with!

Not withstanding the effort and commitment 
required every day to push the body to motion 
every pedal, this group of passionate people 
took the time to really question, understand 
and connect with survivors. They sought to 
understand how AFESIP operate and the true 
impact this organisation has had on families 
and communities from Siem Reap to Phnom 
Penh for decades.

Together they raised over $40,000 to support 
PROJECT FUTURES’ efforts to create change 
and empower the women and children in the 
care of AFESIP .

We at PROJECT FUTURES want to commend 
the students participating, forming part of a 
powerful legacy, but also holding themselves 
with such maturity, confidence and compassion. 

The way they reached out to victims of a 
similar age (or younger) and supported each 
other was admirable. It was both confronting 
and life-changing as students were forced to 
address issues of injustice, indifference and 
equality.

It was an honour to share their journey.

AMOUNT RAISED:  $41,203



JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 IMPACT REPORTPROJECT FUTURES

CAMBODIAN IMMERSION TOUR
—

For those who are not so keen on a challenging 
bike ride across the country, the Open 
Immersion tour offers the same insight into the 
rich Cambodian history, offers a true human 
connection with the people, the countryside 
and the survivors that are cared for by AFESIP 
Cambodia and supported by PROJECT 
FUTURES.

In 2018, eight individuals from across Australia 
came together onto one bus in Cambodia and 
travelled the country. 

Powerful relationships were formed that have 
resulted in lifelong bonds. It presented an 
opportunity to truly unpack the issues of sex 
trafficking, exploitation and slavery that are so 
deeply entrenched in this seemingly peaceful, 
but clearly damaged country. 

A true cultural immersion, the tour includes 
participation in traditional arts such as the PHAR 
Circus acrobatics workshops, traditional clay 
pot modelling with locals, rice wine tasting and 
tuk tuk tours off the beaten track into obscure 
villages, welcomed into people’s homes and 
arms.

AMOUNT RAISED:  $20,102
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KONICA MINOLTA IMMERSION TOUR
—

For the second consecutive year, PROJECT 
FUTURES was honoured to share a corporate 
immersion with our major partner, KONICA 
MINOLTA in October 2018. 

Six KONICA MINOLTA employees participated in 
this life-changing journey to see first-hand the 
positive impact the organisation is having via 
their social corporate responsibility program.  

It was an experience that brought individuals 
from all areas of the organisation together to form 
a life-long bond, raising their collective voice in 
the fight against sex trafficking, exploitation and 
slavery, while raising much-needed funds.

Recently nominated for a Human Rights Award, 
KONICA MINOLTA is pathing the way forward for 
Australian Corporate Social Responsibility. 

AMOUNT RAISED:  $21,511

The partnership between charity and business 
has created a meaningful social benefit across 
its duration and has helped to transform the lives 
of hundreds of women and girls impacted by sex 
trafficking. 

After the success of the 2017 trip, the small team 
were determined to make their mark and smash 
their fundraising goals. Each member tapped into 
their unique skill set to raise funds in their own 
way, in total raising $21,000 for the cause. 

In each city, the group visited key programs 
that are delivered by AFESIP. A true highlight of 
the trip was learning about AFESIP’s Economic 
Empowerment Program. The program assists in 
reintegrating girls impacted by sex trafficking and 
exploitation into a life of financial independence.



To demonstrate the true power of the program, 
the group were fortunate enough to meet Brem 
Prey; a successful businesswoman, with an eye 
for detail and entrepreneurial mindset. Brem has 
worked tirelessly for seven years to establish her 
tailoring business in Siem Reap. 

With a current waitlist of two months, she has 
become a trusted name within the industry. 
Her clientele is a steady stream of hotels and 
restaurants, for whom she creates beautifully 
tailored uniforms. With a measuring tape at 
home around her neck, Brem beams with pride 
as she tells us about her recent success and her 
ability to purchase land to expand her business. 

What is even more impressive is her willingness 
to give back to society and share her talents of 
tailoring and business management with those 
that have also been impacted by sex trafficking 
and exploitation. After meeting Brem Prey, there 
was a positive change in the group dynamic. 

There was a sense of hope, passion and 
motivation that sparked deep discussion and 
meaningful ideas. 

JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 IMPACT REPORTPROJECT FUTURES

The PROJECT FUTURES Corporate Immersion 
model is a unique way to bring a team together. 

It is not only a 'team-building' experience, but an 
experience that brings humans together at a level 
of equality and creates a connection that cannot 
be broken.  The journey challenges individuals to 
go outside of their comfort zone and enter a world 
that is completely different to their own. 

An immersion journey can develop a higher level of 
emotional intelligence, inspire innovation and 
problem solving. It can boost communication and 
inter-team relations, while providing a unique and 
hands-on insight into the CSR and  goals of their 
organisation. 

To learn about future immersion trips and get 
involved, please contact the PROJECT FUTURES 

team at contact@projectfutures.com



CL AR E PE AR SO N
PROJECT FUTURES CEO 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS/COMMENTS ON THE 

ABOVE, PLEASE CONTACT US:

EMAIL : 
clare@projectfutures.com 

PHONE:
0401 946 310 

WEBSITE: 
www.projectfutures.com 

SOCIAL :

@projectfutures

PROJEC T FUTURES Ltd ACN: 137 991 050

T HANK YOU TO OUR M A J O R CO R PO R AT E PAR T NER S

THE TEAM AT PROJECT 

FUTURES WOULD LIKE TO 

EXPRESS OUR SINCEREST 

THANKS TO YOU FOR MAKING 

A DIFFERENCE IN OUR 

WORLD AND HELPING THE 

MULTITUDES OF MEN, WOMEN 

AND CHILDREN WHOSE LIVES 

HAVE BEEN DEVASTATED BY 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND 

SLAVERY.


